fractured and the cricoid cartilage broken into several pieces in a decomposing body, which bore distinct marks of strangulation by rope. The case is unfortunately not given in detail, t>ut great, violence must have been used, and the head was probably forcibly twisted.
As in strangulation by hand attempts to conceal the cause of death are frequent, but the only method likely to mislead is the suspension of the body. An ecalp separated from the bones. Skin unbroken, but pufFv and soft.
Much extravasation of blood among the tissues and muscles of left side of face neck and chest, the parts being discoloured from blows inflicted during life. Bruises on both sides, but no fracture of ribs.
Brain and membranes much congested. Sinuses filled with blood. Slight extravasation of blood on the surface of brain. Much serum on the surface and in the ventricles. The spinal canal was filled with blood.
Skull was entire. Lungs much congested. Blood in both pleural cavities. Heart healthy ; contained a good deal of fluid blood. Abdominal viscera healthy. Uterus unimpregnated.
In my opinion the woman had been severely beaten during life. The blows on the head had been inflicted by a blunt instrument. The neck had been compressed. Death resulted from the effects of the blows aided by compression of the throat. The windpipe shewed symptoms of having been compressed, its mucous membrane was red and turgid with blood.
There was the slight mark of a rope round the neck, but the body had probably been suspended after death." i The result of the enquiry is not mentioned. In a similar case at Jessora in February 1870 the Sub-Assistant Surgeon found a distinct circular mark not corresponding to the rope by which the body was hung, which had left its own mark distinct from the other. He gave it as his opinion that the deceased had "probably been strangled and then hung to avoid suspicion."
Drowning was alleged in seven instances, or strangled bodies had been thrown into water to hide them, but the discovery of a rope mark raised suspicion, and examination proved that death had not been so caused. In three cases, however, death seems to have been due, in part at least, to submersion the subjects having been partially strangled and thrown into water before life was extinct. One of these is given by DrKilkelly of Aligurh, in January 1870 ; another by Surgeon B. Franklin from Sultanpur in April of the same year. In both marks of constriction were found on the neck, and the usual signs of death by apncea were present, but water in the stomach seemed to show that the subjects had been able to swallow and were therefore alive after immersion.
A third case is reported by Mr. James Shutz from Fattelipur in March 1872. A Mussalmani, aged 5, was murdered for her ornaments. Abrasions were found on the throat; the trachea was ecchymosed internally and contained a little food. The lungs were distended and much congested. There was much blood in the right, a little in the left cavities of the heart, and much water in the stomach. An opinion was given that " the child had evidently been seized by the throat and partially strangled ; while in this state of partial insensibility she was submerged in water and drowned." A woman was committed to the sessions on a charge of murder.
In contrast to these a case by Mr The defendant was convicted.
Dr. P. Cullen of Hoshangabad (C. P.) gives an example of a rare form of strangulation in which two sticks were used. The subject was a male Hindu, aged 25. " There were two sticks, one in front, the other behind the neck, tied so tightly as to flatten the larynx and soft parts of neck." The appearances on dissection are detailed, but were for the most part negative, the body being far advanced in decomposition. The as if of suspension" on the neck, the only hint at murder is found in its being committed to the sessions. Even in the cases where the evidence is strongest absolute proof of murder is wanting, unless in the following curious case of murder by misadventure from Noakhuli. Subject a female Hindu, aged 20. " The body was found suspended to a tree, but the police made out that she was first killed and then suspended. The mother-in-law, an old weak person, confessed that she had given two kicks to her daughter-in-law, from which she died ; and that being alarmed she called her son who hanged the body on a tree. This was said to have been done within half an hour after the supposed death On post-mortem examination I found no marks of injury on the deceased"
The oblique mark of the cord was distinct on the right side of the neck.
The tongue or rather its tip was clenched between the teeth. The face was somewhat livid. The right side of the heart was full of dark blood. The lungs were congested posteriorly. The small intestines were of a rose red colour from congestion, and contained solid feces. The right ovary was much congested, and had recently discharged an ovum. A little dark blood was also effused about it. From all these signs of death by asphyxia, I could not but come to the conclusion that death was most probably caused by hanging. It is possible that the woman who was a weakly person fainted from a kick or two and was apparently dead ; aDd that in the darkness of the night her mother-in-law and husband, to dissecting off the soft parts from the bones of the chest, much extravasated blood was found over the front of the chest, and sides of the chest, and abdomen. Three ribs on the right side and one on the left side were broken, and the parts about the seat of fracture were much discoloured by effused blood. Chest.?Heart normal, its right cavities empty. Left ventricle contained a few drops of dark fluid blood. Lungs almost empty of blood, and pale in colour. They were partially collapsed and free from disease. Neck.?The root of the neck was nowhere congested. Beneath the linear mark on the skin there was no congestion nor extravasation of blood. The larynx and trachea were pale, empty, and free from all evidence of violence. The tongue was not swollen : it was remarkably white in colour, and its structure was peculiarly bloodless. Abdomen. Over the region of the spleen were marks of bruising, and blood was found in the superficial abdominal coverings. The spleen was ruptured in its lower edge, and from the rupture an enormous quantity of blood had been effused into the abdominal cavity, where it was seen lying in clots over the front of the bowels, and also in a fluid state in the cavity of the abdomen. The quantity was about 3 pints. The abdominal viscera were all healthy. Head The coverings of the head bore marks of bruising. The coverings of the brain and the brain itself were remarkably bloodless and pale in colour. The texture of the brain was healthy."
An opinion was given that brutal violence had been used and that death was due to haemorrhage from the ruptured spleen. The culprit was convicted by the Sessions Judge.
In a case from Jessore in May 1870, Mr. D. P. Skipton describes, besides the usual post-mortem appearances, ecehymoses in the left scalp with swelling of the ejelid, and gives his opinion that the diseased had been hung after being stunned bv blows. Another case, almost precisely similar, is reported from the same station in November 1R7I; and a third in July 1871 was returned as " suspicious," because of some contusion of the jejunum and congestion of the peritoneum corresponding to a bruise on the belly. The result is not given in any of these cases. The instrument used was a hassia or reaping hook, and the post-mortem signs point to fatal syncope from haemorrhage a? the true cause of death. He had probably only just had tinwr to hang himself before dying.
(To be continued.)
